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From the Editor

Please send any articles or otheritems you
would like to see published to me at
birds-or-shells @comcast.net.

Our Next Meeting

The next meeting will be on Thursday
October 20th at 7:45 PM will feature shell
identification. Meeting attendees will
receive parcels of small Philippine shells.
The meeting will be devoted to sorting and
identifying these shells, with aid and
comfort provided by the M alacology
Department. Each member will be able to
keep the shells in his/her parcel.

M agnifying glasses and stereo microscopes
will be available to assist with sorting and
identifying shells. Attendees are encouraged
tobring along small containers or Ziploc
bags tostore the sorted shells along with pen
and paper for recording data labels.

Upcoming Meetings

Upcoming meetings are scheduled for
November 17" and December 15", January
19", February 16", March 15", April 19®,
May 17" and June 21%.

2011 Shell Show Recap
By Paul Callomon

The 2011
Philadelphia
Shell Show was
a successful
event, with 580
feet of exhibits
making it the
largest in the
event’s 29-year history. There was a strong
showing in both the science and art sections,
with several large new science exhibits
attracting particular attention.

The art judges had their hands full witha
record showing, including no fewer than 38
sailors’
valentines. The
level of

| presentation
was higher
than ever, and
many visitors
over the weekend commented on the fine
displays. Both science judges were
impressed by thelevel of work and the sheer
amount of content in the exhibits.

A total of 1,551 peoplepaid toenter the
Academy over the two days of the show,
which is more
than three times
the usual
number for the
first weekend in
October. 33 of
them became
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new Academy members. This was despite
the Pulaski Day parade closing down the
whole Parkway for several hours on Sunday!

On Saturday
evening, club
members and
guests gathered
for the annual

; '@ awards
ceremony and supper in the Academy’s
Dinosaur Hall. The evening was enlivened
by a silent
auction
featuring
shells, books,
jewelry and
decorative items that raised 5}3164‘-5m &W
Academy’s Department of M alacology .
Some splendid items were donated by
Splash of Cape May, Sue
Hobbs and Phil Dietz, Brandy
_ Llewellyn and Gerda Reid.
@ The new caterers, 12" Street,
did a very fine job indeed, and
the relaxed seating layout
made it a very sociable event.

There is a very long list of folks to thank for
their contributions, which started just two
days after the 2010
show. As always,

J. B. Sessoms was
involved very early
on, helping make the
usual revisions and
corrections to the
rules in theearly
spring, coordinating all entries and
designing the show during September, and
then acting as the main man during the show
itself. Our judges all readily agreed to serve,
one of them for the first time. The non-
valentine art was judged by sculptress and
rock-and-gem specialist Dr. M arcye Shayer,
and the valentines were tackled in great

detail by Gracie M adeira, M ary Page and
George Bennyhoff. For the first time, the
individual judges’ comments were copied
and laid out alongside the work during the
show. Our science judges were Bill Lyons
and Paula M ikkelsen, both veterans of more
shell shows than either would like to
remember (or Bill can, by now).

The Saturday evening
event was planned and
arranged by Amanda
Lawless, who also
worked the entire show
in myriad roles. Her
husband Doug came in to
help too! Happy
Robertson was in charge of ticket sales and
other accounting for the show.

The two day s of setup saw the usual crew
pitch in: Nick and Betty Ruggeri, Al and
Mary-Jane Schilling, Tommy Thompson,
Rich Kirk, Judy Goldberg, Alex Moede and
Happy Robertson. They were joined during
the show by Mike Gage and Elaine
McDonald. The Academy’s John Sime and
M akiri Sei lent two welcome new pairs of
hands during setup and the show itself. On
the Public Programs side, Anthony Paino
coordinated the various special events, and
Bill Jordan gave his usual well-crafted
valentine-making demonstrations in the
museum and the show hall.

Al Schilling coordinated the dealers once
again, and all seemed to be cleaning up like
bandits whenever I looked.

Finally, a word of thanks to the Academy’s
building operations folks, including Curtis
Williams and CleanTech guys, for cleaning
and preparing the spaces so well. Veteran
AV man Bruce Tepper helped greatly with
the lighting, including troubleshooting on
Sunday morning.



Review of September Meeting
By Al Schilling

Robert Robertson started
off our September 2011
meeting with a short talk
on Littorina. Thetype
species of the genus is
Turbo littoreus Linnaeus,
1758 = Littorina littorea (Linnaeus, 1758).
The species has spread
south from New
Brunswick, Canada to
Maryland. It produces
planktonic egg capsules.
The species seems to have
been introduced from
Europe — possibly by the
Vikings.

Littorina (Neritrema) saxatilis (Olivi, 1792)
is the smallest species. “Littorina” irrorata
Say, 1822 is not a Littorina. It is in genus
Littoraria (Griffith & Pidgeon, 1834) =
Littoraria irrorata (Say, 1822).

Conclusions about Genus Littorina:

e Major variation in shell sculpture (even
in the ontogeny of one species)
e Major variation in shell patterns and

colors (genetically induced in at least
one species)

® Major variation in mode of reproduction
(a species character)

e Major variation in substrates (and
foods?) chosen (another species
character)

Our guest speaker for
the evening was Dr.
Ellen Strong of the
Smithsonian. Her talk
was titled Atimo Vatae:
Exploration of the
. coastal region of
N M adagascar “Deep
South”. It was a two
month scientific expedition to inventory the
marine fauna and flora of M adagascar
“Deep South”. There were 69 participants
from 15 countries. The focus was on the
“Deep South” because of its unique
hydrographic conditions. Over 100 new
species were found.

Three types of sampling methods were used:

Trawling (down to 1,000 meters)
e SCUBA (down to 30 meters)
e Shore based collecting

The shore based collecting was within 20 —
50 kilometers of Fort-Dauphin and
Lavanono. Living and working conditions
at Fort Dauphin were relatively good.
Living and working conditions at Lavanono
were anything but ideal. To top things off,
this area that supposedly gets almost no rain
had two storms while the team was there —
one a named storm— Joelle.

Collecting methods included:

® Visual collecting — intertidally and by
diving
Brushing — interdidally and by diving
Vacuum cleaner — used by divers



The two month study yielded 500 species of
algae, 500 species of crustaceans, 1,500
species of mollusks, 300 species of fish, and
a still undetermined number of species of
sponges, corals, octocorals, bryozoans and
echinoderms. It was considered that about
25 % of the molluscs collected were
endemic to this area.

Before the expedition, southern M adagascar
was considered to be a part of the Indo-
Pacific Province. Afterthe expedition, the
researchers
considered
southern

M adagascar
tobe an
ecoregion of
its own.

Ellen ended her presentation with some
spectacular photos taken by
diver/photographer Stephano Schiap arelli.

If you missed this, or would like to see more
go to Google.































