
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the Editor 

Please send any articles or other items you 
would like to see published to me at  
birds-or-shells@comcast.net. 
 
 

Our Next Meeting 
 

The next meeting will be on Thursday 
September 15th at 7:45 PM.  The guest 
speaker will be Dr. Ellen Strong from the 
Smithsonian. She’ll be talking about “A 
Malacological expedition to Southern 
Madagascar”. 
 
Refreshments will be provided by Mary Jane 
Schilling.   
 
 

Shell Show 
 
The Philadelphia Shell show is only three 
weeks away!  If you forgot to send in your 
entry form there is still hope – you can bring 
it to the September 15th meeting.  The forms 
and rules are available on our web site: 
 
http://www.phillyshellclub.org/show.html 
 
Also, don’t forget to order your Supper 
tickets – the order form is included in this 
newsletter and is on our web site. 
 
 

Upcoming Meetings 
 

Upcoming meetings are scheduled for 
October 20th, November 17th and December 
15th, January 19th, February 16th, March 15th, 
April 19th, May 17th and June 21st . 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Grungefest 
 

The October 20th meeting will feature 
Philippine grunge – a flyer is included in 
this newsletter.   

 
 

Dues Notice 
 
Dues are now due for the 2011-2012 
membership year. This is the only notice 
you will receive. Dues must be received no 
later than Thursday, October 13th, one week 
prior to the October meeting, to assure 
continued delivery of the newsletter.  
 
Dues may be paid at the Shell Show 
reception table or mailed to me at: 
 

Nicholas Ruggeri 
Secretary, Philadelphia Shell Club 
1632 Ludwell Drive 
Maple Glen, PA 19002-3048 

 
Dues are $20 per year for individual 
memberships and $25 per year for family 
memberships. In the past the board approved 
multi-year dues payments. For example a 
four-year individual membership would cost 
$80 and you would be guaranteed this rate 
even if the club increases dues during the 
four years. You may take advantage of this 
at any time.  Make checks payable to 
“Philadelphia Shell Club”. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter 
and see you at the meeting. 
 
Nick 
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Review of June Meeting 
By Al Schilling 

 
We began our evening 
with Robert Robertson 
talking to us about 
holoplanktonic 
heteropods.  Robert 
started by asking if any 
of us had a Carinaria in 
their collection.  One hand was raised – J. B. 
of course.  As you can imagine, very little is 
known about these very obscure planktonic 
critters. 
 
Robert once traveled from Bermuda to Cape 
Cod on the Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institute’s Research Vessel, Atlantis II.  
During the trip, they were able to dredge 
some of these heteropods from about one 
and a half miles deep.  They are a species 
that live their whole life in the plankton.   

 
They are gastropods with opercula and 
separate sexes.  It turns out that one of the 
species was pink.  No one was previously 
aware of this since it was common practice 
to put the specimens in alcohol prior to 
photographing – thus losing the true color.  
Robert had only one specimen to show us, 
and it was so fragile that he couldn’t pass it 
around as he usually does.  Robert had the 
book The Biology of Hydroplanktonic 
Gastropods by Carol M. Lalli with him. 
 

Our guest speaker for 
the evening was Dr. 
Warren Allmon from 
the Palentological 
Research Institute in 
Ithaca, New York.  
His topic was The 
Vastness of Our 
Ignorance of Natural History … The 
Example of Turritellid Gastropods.  Warren 
started by telling us that almost nothing is 
known about the ecology of the Gulf of 
Mexico.  Basically, if a species is not 
diverse, not pretty, and not economically 
important, it tends to be ignored.  Ecology 
deals with what a living species does.  
Paleontology deals with what fossil species 
did.  
 
So, what do Turitelline gastropods do?  
Basically they sit lightly buried in soft sand 
and filter feed.  They act like a long skinny 
clam.  They live mostly in shallow intertidal 
waters, but can be found as deep as 1,500 
meters.  Their life span is less than three and 
a half years.  While some develop directly, 
most emerge as velligers in the plankton – 
and remain in the plankton for 3 to 4 weeks.  
They are (or were) very abundant.  They 
prefer to live in the upwelling of cool 
nutrient rich water.  Living where they do, 
they have many predators – they are very 
susceptible to being drilled (murex) and 
peeled (crabs).  The main natural defense 
that they seem to have is that their long, 
fairly heavy shell allows them to draw away 
from the aperture of their shell somewhat.  
This is not something, however that has 
been documented.    
 
Looking at fossil records, it is obvious that 
Turitelline gastropods were once extremely 
abundant.  We have probably all seen 
examples of limestone rock loaded with 
Turritellid species, or Turitelline dominated 
assemblages.  The Turitella are almost 



always seen in 
one plane – an 
indication that 
they were put in 
place by 
running water, 
and not 
deposited as 

sediment.  About 50 million year ago, 
Turitelline species were abundant in 
Greenland, New Zealand and Chile.  Calvert 
Cliffs in Maryland is full of Turitelline 
fossils. 
 
Many Turitelline species have just recently 
gone into serious decline.  A prime example 
is Manila Bay, which as recently as 50 years 
ago had a large population of Turitella 
terebra, now has virtually none.  Turitella 
communis is rapidly disappearing from 
Plymouth Sound in England, and Turitella 
duplicata is experiencing a massive decline 
in India.  in New Zealand is being displaced 
by a non-native species that is being 
introduced in ballast water. 
 
Dr. Allmon pointed out that fossils give us 
baseline data for studying our current living 
species.  So paleontology does have a direct 
link to the study of ecology.  
 

 
Minutes of the August 13, 2011 meeting of 
the Board of the Philadelphia Shell Club. 
 
Meeting convened at 12:15 PM by President 
J.B. Sessoms; in attendance were: 
 
P. Callomon  M.J. Schilling  
G. Rosenberg  B. Ruggeri            
A. Schilling  R. Robertson 
N. Ruggeri  S. Hobbs 
M. Gage  H. Robertson   
 
 
 
 

Minutes: 
 
·  The treasurer reported that the club’s 

accounts were as follows: 
o Savings - $1928 
o Checking – $6031 
o Two CDs – app. $8,000 

 
·  A motion was unanimously approved for 

contributing $2000 to the Malacology 
Department of the Academy of Natural 
Sciences. 

 
·  Shell Show items: 

o There is now a new caterer at the 
ANS. 

o Several options were presented for 
the Saturday evening buffet. “Option 
two” was approved. This option 
consists of the buffet, alcohol, and 
two hors d’oeuvres. Soft drinks are 
also included. 

o A motion was passed to cover the 
judges’s expenses as well as dinner 
on Friday and Saturday evenings. 

o A silent auction of approximately 
twelve premium items will be held at 
the banquet. 

o As previously announced, banquet 
tickets will be priced at $40.00 

 
·  Gary Rosenberg provided some initial 

information concerning the combined 
COA/AMS meeting. No concrete details 
are yet available. 

 
·  The Board approved payment of what 

the club owes to the ANS for their share 
of the auction proceeds. 

 
·  The meeting was adjourned at 1:115 

PM. 
 

Submitted by N. Ruggeri, Secretary, Philadelphia 
Shell Club 



Review of May Meeting 
By Michael Gage 

 
The annual club 
auction in May 
was “lots” of fun 
with lots of 
smiling faces!  
The oral auction 

totaled $2,818 and 
the silent auction 
$368 – a complete list 
of lots and prices 
realized is included in 
this newsletter.  
 

 
 



 
 
On August 13th 
Gary and Phyllis 
Rosenberg hosted 
the annual club 
picnic at their 
beautiful home in 
Haddonfield, NJ.   
 
It was beautiful 
day filled with 
pleasant 
conversation, 
delicious foods 
and fantastic 
shells for sale. 

 
 
 

Annual Picnic 



 
Lot# Item Price 
 ORAL AUCTION   
1 Lambis lambis $5.00  
2 Pterochelus triformis $10.00  
3 Cypraea decipiens $18.00  
4 Cymbiola cathcartiae $25.00  
5 Angaria sphaerula $35.00  
6 Spondylus sinensis $13.00  
7 Zidona dufresnei $25.00  
8 Cypraecassis tenuis $45.00  
9 Chicoreus corrugatus $10.00  
10 Mounted rock "painting" $15.00  
11 Fish fossil $28.00  
12 Perotrochus hirasei $18.00  
13 Conus thomae $60.00  
14 Cymbiola aulica $28.00  
15 Cypraea fuscorubra $15.00  
16 Conus cedonulli $105.00  
17 Chicoreus ramosus $40.00  
18 Charonia tritonis $35.00  
19 Syrinx aruanus Linne, 1758 $30.00  
20 Malea ringens $25.00  
21 Collection of Harpa species $75.00  
22 Lyropecten subnodosus $20.00  
23 Lambis chiragra $35.00  
24 Murex djarianensis poppei $25.00  
25 Shell needlepoint $100.00  
A26 Unionidae collection $35.00  
27 Charonia variegata $38.00  
28 Pleuroploca trapezium $15.00  
29 Cassis tuberosa $25.00  
30 Melo miltonis $45.00  
31 Pearl necklace $65.00  
32 Melo broderipii $35.00  
33 Korean inlaid box $55.00  
34 Pearl necklace $40.00  
35 Livonia nodiplicata $190.00  
A01 Acavidae collection  $35.00  
A02 Cuban land  $60.00  
A03 Southeast Asian  $15.00  
A04 European land  $10.00  
A05 Brazilian land  $15.00  
A06 US land  $30.00  
A07 Alcithoe arabica  $14.00  
A08 Cymatium femorale  $16.00  
A09 Turbinella pyrum  $6.00  
A10 Neorapana muricata  $15.00  

A11 Spondylus varius  $10.00  
A12 Conus zonatus  $10.00  
A13 Partulina virgulata  $105.00  
A14 Cypraea tessellata  $90.00  
A15 Conus textile  $18.00  
A16 Conus magnificus  $25.00  
A17 Turritella terebra  $23.00  
A18 Alcithoe jaculoides  $40.00  
A19 Lyropecten fragosus  $80.00  
A20 Lyropecten fragosus  $40.00  
A21 Mitra belcheri  $10.00  
A22 Neritina pulligera  $45.00  
A23 Conus bengalensis  $60.00  
A24 Ericusa sowerbyi  $25.00  
A25 Terebra maculata  $50.00  
A26 Stellaria solaris  $33.00  
A27 Harpa davidis  $12.00  
A28 Collection Five lots  $10.00  
A29 Polymita picta  $120.00  
A30 Limpet collection  $65.00  
A31 Oliva porphyria  $60.00  
A32 Athleta abyssicola  $45.00  
A33 Clinopegma magna buccinoides $30.00  
A34 Spondylus sp  $45.00  
A35 Neptunea polycostata  $10.00  
A36 Neptunea frater  $15.00  
A37 Pedum spondyloideum  $23.00  
A38 Perotrochus hirasei  $95.00  

A39 Perotrochus hirasei  $25.00  
 SILENT AUCTION   
A101 Haliotis iris  $10.50  
A102 Cypraea pyrum  $4.00  
A103 Chicoreus cervicornis  $5.00  
A104 Maurea selecta  $5.50  
A105 Pecten raveneli  $2.00  
A106 Fusinus meyeri  $2.50  
A107 Chlamys benedicti  $6.50  
A108 Lophiotoma indica  $1.50  
A109 Clanculus pharaonis  $5.50  
A110 Turbo fluctuosus  $4.00  
A111 Forreria belcheri  $1.50  
A112 Conus ammiralis  $2.50  
A113 Maurea pellucida  $6.00  
A114 Purpura patula  $1.00  
A115 Strombus granulatus  $1.00  
A116 Aequipecten flabellum  $3.00  
A117 Amphibola avellana  $1.00  
A118 Pecten novaezelandicus  $1.00  

2011 Auction Results 



A119 Haliotis pustulata  $4.00  
A120 Maurea tigris  $3.00  
A121 Bursa thersites  $5.00  
A122 Turbo chrysostomus  $7.00  
A123 Murexiella martini  $1.00  
A124 Latirus kandai  $4.00  
A125 Haliotis mariae  $5.00  
A126 Terebra jenningsi  $1.50  
A127 Galeodea echinophora  $2.50  
A128 Pecten nipponensis  $1.00  
A129 Maxwellia gemma  $4.00  
A130 Tropidophora tricarinata unicarinata $2.50  
A131 Tropidophora semidecussata  $5.50  
A132 Umbonion zelandicum  $7.00  
A133 Pseudosimnea carnea  $2.50  
A134 Cypraea spadicea  $2.50  
A135 Columbella strombiformis   
A136 Argobuccinum pustulosum   
A137 Conus princeps  $10.00  
A138 Calliostoma euglyptum  $4.50  
A139 Chicoreus cervicornis  $4.50  
A140 Turbo radiatus  $1.00  
A141 Amusium laurenti  $2.00  
A142 Helicophanta bicingulata  $6.00  
A143 Chlamys farreri  $5.00  
A144 Cerithium vulgatum  $1.50  
A145 Strombus decorus persicus $3.00  
A146 Turbo crassus  $2.00  
A147 Pleurodonte marginella  $9.50  
A148 Rumina decollata  $2.50  
A149 Lambis digitata  $2.00  
A150 Viana regina  $9.00  
A151 Helicostyla bicolorata  $2.50  
A152 Obba listeri batanica $3.00  
A153 Cochlodina laminata  $2.50  
A154 Cepaea nemoralis  $3.00  
A155 Lymnaea (Galba) palustris $2.00  
A156 Obba rota  $2.00  
A157 Pomatias elegans  $2.00  
A158 Ariante arbustorum  $2.00  
A159 Cepaea hortensis  $3.00  
A160 Cernuella neglecta  $2.00  
A161 Harpa davidis  $2.00  
A162 Cymbium olla  $7.00  
A163 Terebra cerithina  $1.00  
A164 Muricanthus princeps  $1.00  
A165 Bulla punctulata  $2.00  
A166 Oliva mineacea efasciata $1.50  

A167 Oliva mineacea berti $5.00  
A168 Conus pulcher  $3.00  
A169 Cypraea argus  $2.00  
A170 Cypraea stercoraria  $1.00  
A171 Natica fulminea  $2.00  
A172 Oliva buelowi  $3.00  
A173 Oliva amethystina  $1.00  
A174 Architectonica nobilis  $2.00  
A175 Cypraea fuscodentata  $2.00  
A176 Turbo petholatus  $1.00  
A177 Collisella testudinalis  $4.00  
A178 Drupa morum iodostoma; $13.00  
A179 Oliva duclosi  $4.00  
A180 Casmaria erinacea  $3.00  
A181 Cypraea coxeni  $12.00  
A182 Cypraea albuginosa  $3.00  
A183 Ellobium aurismidae  $3.00  
A184 Scalptia foveolata  $1.00  
A185 Orthalicus marcarbensis  $3.00  
A186 Cymbiolacca pulchra complexa $5.50  
A187 Chlamys squamosa  $5.00  
A188 Cypraea tunctata  $4.50  
A189 Conus tulipa  $1.00  
A190 Trisidos semitorta  $2.00  
A191 Terebra undulata $1.00  
A192 Gloripallium pallium  $3.00  
A193 Amusium pleuronectes  $3.00  
A194 Concholepas concholepas  $5.00  
A195 Concholepas concholepas  $1.00  
A196 Galeodea echinophora  $3.00  
A197 Chicoreus damicornis  $4.50  
A198 Nerita peloronta  $15.00  
A199 Antigona lamellaris  $1.50  
A200 Cyphoma signatum  $2.00  
A201 Persicula persicula  $6.00  
A202 Oliva peruviana livida $1.00  
A203 Oliva polpasta  $1.00  
A204 Oliva peruviana  $2.50  
A205 Cymatium vestitum  $2.00  
A206 Trapezium bicarinatum  $1.00  
A207 Cancellaria mitriformis  $2.00  
A208 Littorina varia   
A209 Terebra taurina  $3.50  
A210 Hyalina avena  $1.00  
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